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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


April,  1988  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  June 
1,  1988,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2255  Robert  J.  Sheller,  P.  0.  Box  139,  West  Chester,  Pa  19381-0139 

(Spanish  American  Cobs,  Siam  Bullets,  Chinese  Cash  Coins, 
Anci ents) 

2256- MT  John  T.  Reynolds,  1442  Club  View  Drive,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  90024 

(Counterstamped  Coins  of  the  World) 

2257- MT  Roger  Langton,  663  S.  Bernardo  Ave.,  #112,  Sunnyvale,  Cal.  94087 

(Mexi co) 

2258  L.  Kereshac,  Kamloops  Coin  & Stamp  Co.,  438  Victoria,  St., 
Kamloops,  B.C.  Canada  V2C  2A7 

(Dealer  in  World  Coins  & Stamps) 

2259- MT  Jakov  Brajkovic,  Jr.,  Strossmayerova  21,  Nova  Gradiska  55400, 

Yugoslavia 

(Yugoslavia,  Serbia,  Montenegro,  Croatia,  U.S.A.) 

2260- MT  Rony  Almeida,  P.  0.  Box  113053,  Miami,  Fla.  33111-3053 

(Latin  America) 

2261 - MT  Petrovic  Slavoljub,  Prote  Smiljanica  48/II-2,  15000  Sabac, 

Yugoslavia 

(Influence  of  Art  on  Coin  Look) 

2262- MT  Mark  Smith,  1405  Cole  Mill  Road,  Durham,  N.C.  27705 

(All  Pre-20th  Century) 


Regular  Membership  Coverted  to  Life  Membership: 

LM-95  Fred  G.  van  den  Haak,  P.  0.  Box  60484,  Palo  Alto,  Cal.  94306 


Life  Membership 

Life  Memberships  are  available  to  members  of  three  years  standing  upon 
application  of  the  Board  of  Governors  and  the  payment  of  the  $200.00 
fee.  Conditional  Life  Membership  is  available  upon  payment  of  $60.00 
down  and  four  quarterly  payments  of  $35.00. 

***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


The  following  donations  have  been  received  since  the  last  report: 


75 


Name 


Donation 


Preference  of  Use 


CANNITO,  Ralph  A. 
FRALEY,  Marvin  L. 
GILBOY,  Frank 
GRAMS,  Gabriel  A. 
SINGER,  Gordon 


596  Coins  ($1,225.00) 
$10.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 


NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  BULLETIN  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
NI  BULLETIN  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to 
the  NI  Library. 

Russian  Numismatic  Society 

JM67.BreB:977:CCIR 
BREKKE , BERNHARD  F. 

1987  Supplement  to:  The  Copper  Coinage  of  Imperial  Russia , 

1700-1917 

Pub.  1987,  28pp,  not  i 11  us . 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  Jim  Haley  and 
Albert  Hoch  for  their  gifts  of  numismatic  material  to  the  Book  Library, 
and  to  Terry  Howard  and  Richard  Saxen  for  their  gifts  to  the  Periodical 
Li brary . 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

************************************************************************ 


NIGRINIAN 


There  are  some  rare  coins  with  the  obverse  legend  of  "DIVO  NIGRINIANQ" 
and  the  portrait  of  a youth,  The  reverse  legend  is  "C0NSECRATI0"  and 
on  the  gold  it  has  a funeral  pyre  with  Nigrinian  in  a biga  placed  on 
the  summit.  The  bronze  coins,  sometimes  washed  with  silver  and  some- 
times with  gold,  have  an  eagle  with 
its  wings  expanded.  Other  bronzes 
have  a large  altar  on  their  reverses, 
and  all  are  very  rare.  History 
makes  no  mention  of  this  Nigranianus, 
who  is  known  only  by  these  coins. 

One  author  supposed  him  to  be  the 
son  of  the  tyrant  Alexander,  who 
reigned  in  Africa  at  the  time  of 
Maxentius  (A,D.  306-312).  However, 
more  recent  findings  have  prompted  subsequent  writers  to  have  him  the 
son  of  the  Emperor  Carinus  (283-285  A, D. ) and  Arvia  Nigrina.  It  is 
apparent  that  this  youth  died  at  an  early  age  and  that  his  father  was 
not  yet  emperor,  but  it  is  also  apparent  that  this  prince  was  given 
the  honours  of  the  "Apotheosis". 


^/^oO00000^ 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


J.  C.  G.  Campbell , Lincoln 3 Nebraska,  NI  #LM-12 


No.  34b  - CONSTANTINE  VII  (913-959) 


Porphygeni tes  (Born  in  the  Purple.) 
ROMANUS  I (920-944) 


The  Bronze  Coins 


CONSTANTINOPLE: 

For  this  mint  the  coins  quoted  by  Seaby's  (1974)  range  from  £6  - £11, 
so  they  are  within  the  range  of  most  collectors  though  I still  find 
the  price  a little  startling.  In  the  1940's  I paid  25  to  50  kurush 
per  coin  depending  on  the  condition  and  even  that  was  expensive  in 
relation  to  a denarius  for  which  we  always  paid  100k  when  180k  was  $1 . 


Seaby  lists  5 varieties  whereas  the  D.O.  lists  6 which  includes  the 
extremely  rare  Christopher.  Its  Class  4 is  divided  into  3 parts,  de- 
pending on  the  divisions  of  the  legend  which  are  of  concern  only  to 
the  specialist.  Class  4 and  on  tend  to  be  found  overstruck  so  freq- 
uently legends  are  very  uncertain  and  this  led  to  confusion  in  earlier 
catalogues. 

For  the  collector,  variety  of  ruler  combinations  is  an  added  interest, 
as  well  as  the  original  coin  on  which  an  overstrike  is  found. 

It  is  important  to  remember  that  one  bronze  piece  in  Wroth  is  not 
a foil  is  but  a pattern  for  a miliariesion  of  Romanus  I which  was  never 
minted  in  silver. 

Instead  of  individual  descriptions,  see  the  illustrations  and  their 
legends  that  follow. 


*D.O.  Catalogue  of  the  Byzantine  Coins  in  the  Dumbarton  Oaks  Collection 
and  in  the  Whittemore  Collection.  Vol.  Ill,  Part  2 ( 867-1081) . 

I - Constantine  VII  & Zoe  II  - Constantine  alone 


* 


+C0hSTAhr/ 

cezoHb> 


+ COhS 
rAhrmo/ 
CCZOHbA 
SILISR.0 
meoh 


+ consrAhr 

vbA$ILNR.  om' 


+cons 
rAnrm/ 
en^DbAS 
i l/ (torn/ 


III  - Christopher  alone  (no  photo) 
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IV  - Romanus  I alone 


V - Constantine  alone 


/AA,- 

% wMMmim 


+ RAJumAh 
•bAsi  Levsftuum/ 


+(tuumA 

h/eheeuubA 

SIL6VSR.UU 

mAiuuh 


+ COhST'bASIL-/R.Ony 


+consT/ 

eheeobA 

silgvsr. 

omeoh 


VI  - Constantine  & Romanus  II 


Pattern  for  silver  miliaresion 


a 

A r- 


# * A Jrv^  ® fe  s *\ 


+cohST/r/ceitomA 
iv  b'R.ony 


+cohsr'' 
ceKomAh 
ehXKisr^ 
b/  ftomeo 


British  Museum  bronze  pattern 
for  silver  miliarestion  of 
Romanus  I (never  minted  in 
si  1 ver) . 


CHERSON: 


Both  Seaby  and  D.O.  list  10  types,  No.  5 being  divided  into  large  and 
small  by  D.O.  as  denominations  for  this  mint  are  still  unknown.  Seaby 's 
prices  (1974)  range  from  £14  - £40  as  they  are  less  common  than  those 
of  the  mint  in  the  capital.  Actually  they  are  far  less  common  than 
these  prices  would  indicate.  In  the  many  years  that  I received  the 
Seaby  and  Spinks  catalogues  I rarely  saw  one  for  sale  (as  I was  most 
anxious  to  obtain  a few  specimens).  As  for  the  Bazaars  in  Istanbul,  I 
can  remember  only  one  piece  that  I was  able  to  buy,  for  all  the  trade 
there  must  have  been  between  Cherson  and  the  capital. 

As  with  previous  issues  the  coins  are  much  cruder  than  those  of  Con- 
stantinople and  smaller,  ranging  in  weight  from  2.5-8  grams  and  in 
size  from  15  - 24mm.  A new  approach  is  the  reintroduction  of  the  use 
of  monograms  of  which  there  are  4 types.  Obviously  in  smaller  and 
less  well  struck  coins  these  were  much  easier  for  the  Mint  Master 
than  long  names  and  titles.  Even  so  the  formation  of  the  monograms 
may  vary,  added  to  which  crude  dies  and  wear  have  had  their  effects 
on  the  specimens  remaining.  A number  of  portrait  busts  are  also  used. 
Again,  one  is  the  rare  Christopher. 


The  coins  and  designs  are  illustrated  below  as  being  easier  than 
descriptions. 
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1 - Constantine  & Zoe  2 - Constantine  VII 


3 - Romanus  I 


4 - Romanus  I & 
Chri  stop  her 

(no  photo) 


6 - Romanus  I 


5a  - Romanus  I 
(large) 


Obverse 
Reverse  as  5b 


5b  - Romanus  I 
( smal 1 ) 


Reverse 
(two  steps) 
Obverse  as  5a 


7 - Romanus  I 


The  types  are  listed  according  to 
the  D.O.  fatalogue  III,  Part  II. 
Examination  of  its  plates  on 
Cherson  for  this  period  shows  how 
obscure  some  can  be. 


******************************************★*******************•;.-*:***** 
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ENGLAND'S  HAMMERED  COINAGE  ENDS  UNDER  CHARLES  II 


R.  R.  Kutcher , Lincoln,  Nebraska , NI  # 1289 

When  Charles  II  was  restored  to  the  monarchy  in  1660,  after  the  Common- 
wealth, the  English  coinage  was  still  hammered.  That  is,  it  was  all 
made  by  a hand  held  die  and  a hand  held  hammer,  even  though  the  mint 
possessed  a machine  that  was  installed  in  the  Tower  Mint  ten  years  be- 
fore. Thomas  Simon,  the  chief  engraver,  promptly  produced  dies  for 
the  restored  monarch's  new  coinage.  This  was  all  done  as  quickly  as 
possible  so  as  to  replace  the  coinage  of  the  hated  Commonwealth.  The 
urgency  was  so  great  that  the  coins  themselves  were  badly  struck,  thus 
Simon's  fine  die  workmanship  is  not  apparent  nor  usually  appreciated. 
Crown  size  coins  were  authorized  on  the  20th  of  July,  1660,  but  none 
are  known  today. 


Half  Crown 

Charles  II  Hammered  Coinage,  First  and  Second  Issue 


This  hammered  coinage  consists  of  three  main  issues.  The  first  of 
these  has  no  mark  of  value  nor  an  inner  circle.  The  second  has,  added 
behind  the  King's  head,  the  mark  of  its  value  which  was  instructed  by 
a warrant  dated  November  28th,  1661.  The  third  issue,  which  is  the 
most  common  today,  has  the  inner  circle  on  both  obverse  and  reverse 
as  well  as  the  mark  of  value. 

Peter  Blondeau  was  recalled  from  France  in  April  of  1662,  and  appoint- 
ed Provost  of  the  moneyers  and  engravers.  He  was  further  instructed 
to  furnish  all  the  coinage  instruments,  engines,  presses  and  machinery 
for  the  new  way  of  coining  money.  Just  prior  to  Blondeau's  recall,  one 
Jan  Roettier,  an  Antwerp  engraver,  was  appointed  by  the  Crown  as  Thomas 
Simon's  colleage  at  the  mint.  Roettier's  father  had  given  aid  to 
Charles  II  while  he  was  in  exile  and  this  was  a way  to  repay  the  debt. 

This  new  arrangement  with  two  master  engravers  did  not  work  out  satis^ 
factorily,  as  both  could  not  agree  on  anything  and  so  each  produced 
his  own  patterns  for  the  new  coinage.  Roettier's  patterns  were  approv- 
ed by  Charles  and  he  produced  the  dies  for  the  1662  crowns  of  which 
there  are  four  distinct  varieties.  This  led  Simon  to  produce  his  now 
famous  "Petition"  crown  in  1663.  The  edge  of  this  crown  reads: 

"Thomas  Simon  most  humbly  prays  your  Majesty  to  compare  this  his  tryall 
piece  with  the  Dutch  and  if  more  truly  drawn  & emboss'd  more  gracefully 
order'd  and  more  accurately  engraven  to  relei ve  him."  Simon's  petition 
failed  and  Roettier  engraved  all  the  major  dies  while  Simon,  for  some 
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Roettier's  1662  Crown 


I 


» 


Simon's  "Petition"  Crown , 166 3 


years,  made  the  dies  for  the  small  coins,  fourpence  to  the  penny, 
which  were  now  to  be  coined  by  Blondeau's  machines. 

The  new  "milled"  crown  and  half  crown  coins  have  an  inscribed  edge 
with  the  words  "DECUS  et  TRTAMEN"  which  translated  to  "an  ornament 
and  safeguard",  and  this  was  followed  by  the  monarch's  regnal  year. 
This  practice  was  continued  on  the  crowns,  with  a few  breaks,  until 
1935  and  on  the  halfcrowns  until  the  end  of  the  reign  of  George  II. 

The  regnal  year  does  not  correspond  to  the  calendar  year  and  sometimes 
we  find  coins  of  the  same  year  with  different  regnal  dates  on  the 
edges. 

*★*****************★*★★***★*******★★**************★★****★***■*■■*■******'*■■*■ 
"TREASURES"  FROM  THE  SEA 


At  several  places  along  the  Netherlands  coast  tropical  cowries  (Cyprea 
moneta  and  other  species)  are  found  fairly  regularly.  These  have  not 
been  lost  by  customers  of  local  shell  shops.  They  come  from  the  wrecks 
of  17th  and  18th  century  Dutch  mercahnt  ships  that  had  the  cowries  as 
cargo  for  trade  with  parts  of  Africa  and  Asia! 


(Submitted  by  Paul  F.  L.  de  Groot) 
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ANATOMY  OF  THE  PSYCHE  OF  NUMISMATISTS 


Arthur  J.  Majewski,  Detroit , Michigan , USA,  NI  # 1166 


Christianity's  work  ethic  dictated  that  its  adherents  devote  themselves 
solely  to  work,  foregoing  all  enjoyment.  Work  and  suffering  insures 
salvation.  With  such  demanding  and  restrictive  concepts  of  living, 
which  permeated  society  in  America,  the  citizenry,  to  enjoy  some 
pleasures,  felt  compelled  to  develop  an  inability  to  face  reality  and 
to  live  with  fantasies. 

Unlike  the  coin  collectors  of  old,  who  readily  admitted  their  moti- 
vation was  history,  knowledge  and  artistry,  the  modern  numismatist 
finds  it  impossible  to  concede  the  pleasures  he  derives  from  his 
advocation.  Instead  subconciously,  to  conform  to  the  above  demands, 
he  feels  the  hobby  is  a shrewd  investment  and  his  occupation.  The 
situation  is  reminiscent  of  the  small  boy  who  loves  the  little  blond 
girl  in  the  pink  dress,  but  vehemently  declares  he  cannot  abide  girls. 
He  only  carries  all  her  books  because  he  wants  to  develop  his  flabby 
muscles . 

However,  the  most  enchanting  subconcious  delusion  many  numismatists 
experience  is  the  pervasive  confusion  of  coin  collecting  with  women 
and  romance.  Thus  for  numismatists,  their  collections  represent  sub- 
concious love  affairs  with  each  new  coin  being  an  addition  to  the 
harem.  Or  each  new  coin  equating  to  a romantic  kiss. 

This  capacity  at  self  delusion  to  a degree  where  one  cannot  distinguish 
reality  from  myth  is  inherent.  Like  logic,  it  cannot  be  developed.  It 
is  either  there  or  is  absent. 

Most  foreign  languages  assign  gender  to  each  noun.  For  example,  the 
French  word  for  a fly  is  feminine,  "la  mouche" . But  like  Benny  Hill, 
the  British  comedian,  observed,  one  needs  good  eyesight  to  see  the  sex 
of  a fly.  A coin  collection  is  a romance  for  the  same  reason  that  the 
fly  is  feminine  in  France. 

Whereas  ordinary  men  love  their  women  for  diverse  reasons,  such  as, 
looks,  money,  status,  conversation,  vivaciousness  and  popularity,  the 
numismatist,  in  addition  to  the  above,  must  determine  initially  what 
type  interests  him: 

American  Beauties This  patriot  is  interested 

exclusively  in  home  grown 
specimens . 

Exotic  Foreigners Each  collector  selects  his 

own  type  of  foreigner 
which  excites  him. 

Cultural Here  the  ancient  coins  hold 

the  allure. 

Rich Proof  coins  and  rarities. 

Flashy  models Medals  with  their  artistic 

and  historical  illustrations 
spellbind  these  lovers. 
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Classy To  interest  this  selective 

group , there  are  gold 
and  platinum  emissions. 

Teenagers This  undiscriminating  collector 

accumulates  modern  coinage. 

Any  broad  will  do The  prime  concern  is  to  gather 

any  specimens . If  he  were  not 
a coin  collector,  this  one  would 
concentrate  on  baseball  cards. 


After  the  coin  lover  selects  the  type  that  intrigues  him,  he  then 
graduates  to  picking  individual  specimens.  The  desirability  of  coins 
is  based  on  their  virginity.  Unlike  pregnancy  which  either  exists  or 
does  not,  coin  collectors  assume,  with  some  exceptions,  that  a coin  has 
seen  some  wear  and  tear.  The  degree  of  their  virginity  determines 
their  value  and  collectability.  They  are  graded  on  a scale  of  9. 

From  the  best  to  the  poorest  they  are: 

9.  Cloistered  Inmate.  This  coin 
invariably  is  protected  by  a 
plastic  shield  to  guard  it 
against  any  touching.  The 
coin  has  a halo  (shined  and 

polished  surface) Proof 

8.  Vestal  Virgin.  Untouched  and 
intended  to  remain  so.  Intended 
to  be  protected  from  the  wicked 

ways  of  the  world Brilliant 

Uncirculated. . . BU 

7.  Proper  Virgin.  This  coin  was 
touched,  but  only  by  her 
fiancie,  and  that  once  or 

twice Extra  Fine EF 

6.  Slightly  Spoiled  Merchandise . 

A very  nice  lady  gone  slightly 
astray.  She  would  make  an 
excellent  housewife  for  the 

right  man.  Very  Fine VF 

5.  Visecracking  Flirt.  She  is 
no  prude.  She  has  been 

around,  but  a nice  lady Fine F 

4.  Gum  Popping  Broad.  Hard 
Working  lady,  yet  quite 
decent.  Touching  her 
does  not  hurt  her  or 

her  reputation Very  Good VG 

3.  Reformed  Barfly.  She  is 


called  "Good",  but  solely 

out  of  charity 

G 

2.  Vater front  Siren.  An  experi- 
enced, hardened  and  coarse  lass.... 

f 
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Poor 


1.  Bottom  of  the  Barrel.  This  is 
the  end  of  the  line,  the  pits. 
Only  looks  good  to  drunks 


P 


One  would  expect  incidental  touching  and  other  minor  defects 
could  easily  be  concealed.  However,  the  procedures  developed  to 
ascertain  the  true  condition  of  coinage  would  put  Royal  virginal 
examinations  to  shame.  Batteries  of  experts  equipped  with  various 
magnifying  glasses  and  latest  scientific  knowledge  devote  hours 
to  the  project.  Additionally,  on  request,  one  can  obtain  a 
certificate  of  authenticity,  freedom  from  defects  and  an  appraisal 
of  the  specimen's  condition.  Even  then,  the  next  suitor  demands 
an  inspection  de  novo.  There  are  no  surprise  parties  in 
numismatics . 


This  fixation  on  virginity  among  numismatists  is  so  pervasive  and 
obsessive  that  coin  collectors  forget  for  what  coins  and  women  were 
intended.  Thus  collectible  coins  are  placed  on  a pedestal.  Since  any 
touching  soils  the  item,  not  even  the  owner,  except  as  will  be  later 
explained,  dares  handle  his  own  coins. 

Considering  the  obsession  mentioned  in  the  preceeding  paragraph,  it 
was  only  natural  that  numismatists  should  have  adopted  the  precepts 
of  conduct  toward  women  inovated  in  the  Age  of  Chivalry.  Thus,  we 
observe  that  coin  collectors: 


1.  Do  not  touch  their  coins  lest  they  "soil"  them. 

2.  When  necessity  dictates  they  must  touch  them,  then  they 
do  so  in  permitted  places,  on  the  fringes,  never  on  the 
main  areas,  and 

3.  It  is  never  proper  to  see  any  defects  in  your  own 
coins.  Of  other's  coins,  one  can  not  only  see  short 
comings,  but  can  comment.  However,  never  in  the 
presence  of  the  owner,  except  when  he  is  attempting 
to  unload  her. 


To  approximate  the  [USA]  beauty  contest's  ideal  model  figure 
36"-23"-24",  numismatics  vital  statistics  strive  not  for  perfection 
but  for  an  adequate  description.  Hence,  we  see  references  to: 

1.  Obverse  (face) 

2.  Reverse  (back  side) 

3.  Rim  (overall  personality) 

4.  Weight 

5.  Diameter 

6.  Metal  (affluence) 

7.  Condition  (degree  of  virginity) 

8.  Rarity  (popularity,  hard-to-get) 

Coins,  like  French  flies,  being  feminine,  require  and  demand 
"airings".  They  need  to  get  out.  To  accomodate  them,  numismtists 
have  three  favorite  "little  cafes": 


1.  The  bourse  or  coin  show.  This  is  a type  of  "singles  bar" 
for  coins.  Here  you  can  "pick  up"  new  items  or  yours  can  be 
selected.  This  is  no  show,  or  at  least  it  is  a very  minor  part 
thereof.  g4 


2.  The  coin  club.  The  meetings  are  devoted  to  talking  of  the 
beautes  of  yesteryear  that  got  away,  and  what  bargains  they  were 
— or  would  have  been.  It  is  improper  to  interject  your 
experiences  of  a similar  nature  at  least  while  they  are  talking. 
Instead  sympathy  is  required.  Additionally  there  are  some  coin 
trades  ("wife  swapping")  at  the  meetings.  And  occasionally, 
someone  has  some  coins  to  sell. 


3.  Exhibitions . Like  an  attractive  woman  who  feels  she  created 
her  own  beauty,  the  displayer  of  a private  collection  feels 
responsible  for  creating  the  artistry  of  his  accumulation.  This 
is  known  as  the  Pygmalion  complex. 

Considering  the  deep  self  deception  required,  the  infantile  fantasies 
necessary  and  the  unbelievable  inability  to  recognize  reality  practiced 
in  the  avocation,  why  has  coin  collecting  become  so  widespread  and 
popular?  The  reasons  are  four  in  number: 

1.  It  enables  the  faithful  personalities,  who  subconciously 
wish  they  were  not,  to  lead  romantically  reckless  lives. 

2.  Pursuit  of  inanimate  love  is  far  less  expensive  than 
the  maintenance  of  a full  blooded  mistress. 

3.  Fantasy  is  far  safer  than  reality.  First,  there  is 
less  chance  of  a bruised  ego  through  rejection.  And 
second,  no  chance  exists  of  incurring  an  unmention 
able  disease  which  often  results  from  this  loose,  but 
interesting,  life  style. 

4.  There  is  no  objection  to  this  love  affair  from  the  wife. 
Although  the  collector  rationalizes  that  he  is  investing, 
for  the  wife,  it  may  in  reality  evolve  into  such. 

At  this  point,  one  drawback  to  life  with  lovable  coins  needs  be 
mentioned.  Numismatists  are  afflicted  with  a morbid  and  boundless 
fear  of  overpaying  for  the  pleasures  of  a mistress.  The  fear  verges 
on  the  pathological. 

Before  closing,  to  more  fully  appreciate  the  mentality  of  a coin 
collector,  a brief  finger  tip  dictionary  is  offered  below: 


Altered  coins 
Awards 

Certificates 
of  Authen- 
ticity 
Coin  shows 
Duplicates 
Exhibits 
Forgeries 
Manilla  coin 
envelopes 
Paper  money 
Penny  bags 
Penny  boards 
Plastic  Proof 
covers 
Transparent 
center  coin 
envelopes 


Peroxide  blonds  of  numismatics. 
Beauty  crowns  bestowed  for  beauty 
or  talent 


Marriage  licence  for  a coin  collector 

Slave  markets 

Bigamous  wives 

Beauty  contests 

Falsies 

Love  nests 

Numismatic  Paper  Baubles 
Miser's  delight 

Training  bras  for  young  collectors 
Chastity  belts 


Peek-a-boo  dresses 
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In  conclusion,  being  a grown  man,  I submit  numismtics  would  be  enriched 
if  we  could  face  these  realities: 

1.  Serving  as  a medium  of  exchange  in  trade  is  the  sole 
purpose  of  coinage. 

2.  Collecting  is  but  a subservient  use  of  coin  as  relics  of 
history.  This  enables  modern  man  to  experience  living 
through  the  ages.  Further  to  feel  history,  the  items 
should  have  scars  of  time's  battles. 

3.  Treating  coins  as  goddesses  and  demanding  that  they  be  like 
Caesar's  wife,  beyond  reproach,  is  counter-productive. 

If  we  must  confuse  coin  with  women,  we  should  regard  them  as 
fille  de  joies. 

Finally,  let  us  conciously  and  openly  declare: 

1.  Coin  collecting  is  pure  fun 

2.  Collecting  is  not  an  investment. 

3.  Coins,  women,  investments,  and  joy  need  not  be  inter- 
related and  intertwined. 

*********************************************************************** 


THE  CAPRICORNUS  ON  AUGUSTUS'  COINAGE 

— ■ ■■ • — ' — : * : — * — * — V v\ 

R.  R,  Kutoher , Lincoln 3 Nebvaska}  NI  # 1289 

The  Capricornus  was  a fabulous  Greek  and  Roman  mythical  animal  that  had 
as  its  forepart  that  of  a goat  and  it  terminated  in  the  tail  of  a fish. 
According  to  one  ancient  author,  this  Capricornus  is  in  reality  the  god 
Pan,  who  was  the  son  of  Hermes,  the  god  of  the  flocks  and  herds.  This 
author  goes  on  to  say  that  at  one  time  some  of  the  ancient  gods  were 
inspired  to  change  themselves  into  all  sorts  of  animals  on  account  of 
the  great  terror  they  felt  when  confronted  by  the  giant  Typhon,  and  that 
Pan  adopted  the  expedient  form  of  the  goat  from  the  flocks  he  was  at- 
tending, but  falling  into  a river  for  shelter,  he  assumed  the  hybridous 
form  of  the  Capricornus  in  order  to  swim  the  river.  For  this  ingenious 
contrivance  of  Pan,  Jupiter  placed  him  among  the  stars  in  this  form  for 
all  to  see  for  all  time. 

The  first  Roman  Emperor,  Augustus,  when  only  a youth,  met  the  mathematic- 
ian and  astrologer  of  Apollonia,  Theogenes,  and  when  informed  by  August- 
us of  the  time  of  his  birth  the  mystic  leaped  forward  and  paid  him  ador- 
ation, stating  that  he  was  born  to  attain  the  empire  of  the  world, 
Augustus  was  so  intrigued,  flattered  and  fascinated  by  astrology  after 
becoming  emperor  that  he  published  his  horoscope  and  struck  a silver 

denarius  with  the  capricorn  on  the  reverse  to 
mark  for  all  to  see  the  constellation  under 
which  he  was  born.  These  denarii  also  have  on 
them  the  cornucopiae,  a rudder  of  a naval  ves- 
sel, and  a globe.  The  cornucopiae  is  to  show 
Augustus'  fortune  and  abundance  to  the  people 
of  Rome,  while  the  ship's  helm  is  to  show  his 
wisdom  in  the  guidance  of  human  affairs,  and 
the  globe  is  the  symbol  of  the  world  that  he 
holds.  His  name,  "AVGVSTVS"  is  in  the  exergue 
of  the  coin. 
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TRIAL  LIST  - KOREAN  CHARMS  AND  AMULETS: 
INTRODUCTION  BY  EDGAR  J.  MANDEL 


Edited  by  John  K.  Kali  man,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  NI  12189 


John  A.  Novak  is  one  of  the  better  known  people  who  once  graced  the 
numismatic  world,  and  then  seemed  to  disappear . I have  been  lucky 
enough  to  "find"  him  again,  and  although  he  no  longer  cares  to  set  pen 
to  paper  where  coins  are  concerned,  and  he  has  sold  most  of  his  own 
collection,  he  has  granted  me  access  to  all  of  his  papers  and  other 
related  items.  There  is  enough  here  to  fill  many  a volume,  and  this  is 
but  the  first  of  many  such  articles.  I hope  to  add  to  the  volume  of 
knowledge  concerning  Asian  cash  coins. 

The  following  is  an  excerpt  from  an  unpubl ished  manuscript  titled  TRIAL 
LISTING  - KOREAN  CHARMS  AND  AMULETS  BY  EDGAR  J.  MANDEL;  author  of  CAST 
COINAGE  OF  KOREA.  there  were  a total  of  235  numbered  autographed 
copies  made,  and  hopefully  this  book  will  someday  be  available  to  the 
collector.  Those  interested  in  this  effort,  or  those  who  have 
additional  information,  please  write: 

John  K.  Kallman 
5 431  Sea  Horse  Drive 
San  Antonio,  TX  78242 

TRIAL  LIST  - KOREAN  CHARMS  AND  AMULETS  - BY  EDGAR  J.  MANDEL: 
INTRODUCTION  - Edited  by  John  K.  Kallman,  NI  12189 

Korean  charms  were  for  the  most  part  produced  in  the  period  between 
1776-1906  A.D.  with  some  being  made  privately  after  that  date.  They 
were  issued  officially  to  commemorate  events  in  the  royal  family's 
lives.  Ascending  to  the  throne,  weddings,  births,  restoration  or 
construction  of  castles,  etc,.  In  addition,  many  were  made  privately 
as  good  luck  pieces,  to  be  worn  as  jewelry,  or  to  commemorate  some 
other  important  event.  Chatelaines  were  made  for  wedding  gifts  or 
for  wall  decorations  to  which  strings  of  charms  and  coins  on  brightly 
colored  ribbons  were  tied.  Large  charms  and  the  one  hundred  value  San 
P'yung  T'ong  Bo  were  also  used  as  chatelaines. 

There  is  some  confusion  as  to  which  side  of  a charm  is  the  obverse  and 
reverse,  but  it  is  of  little  importance  except  in  those  cases  where  the 
legend  reads  continuously  from  one  side  to  the  other.  There  seems  to 
be  general  agreement  that  in  the  "High  Relief  Series",  the  pictorial 
side  is  the  obverse  and  for  consistency  this  rule  is  carried 
throughout. 

Most  Korean  Charms  have  wishes  or  prayers  for  good  things,  i.e.,  long 
life,  good  fortune,  peace,  wealth,  nobility,  many  male  descendents, 
etc.  Korean  customs  culture,  superstitions  and  religions  were  adopted 
from  the  Chinese  and  many  of  the  symbolic  elements  are  similar.  The  bat 
stands  for  happiness  and  a design  of  five  bats  represents  the  Five 
Blessings:  Longevity,  Health,  Health,  Virtue  and  a Natural  Death.  The 
deer,  the  crane  and  the  tortoise  also  represent  the  universe  with  its 
flat  bottom,  the  earth  and  its  domed  back,  the  vault  of  heaven.  The 
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butterfly  expresses  the  wish  that  the  recipient  reach  the  age  of 
seventy.  The  lion  symbolizes  strength.  The  dragon  contrary  to  Western 
myths  is  a beneficent  creature  of  Imperial  power.  The  phoenix  is  the 
badge  of  the  Empress  and  when  combined  with  the  dragon  symbolizes  a 
perfect  marriage.  A fish  is  a sign  of  abundance  or  surplus  and  as  it 
is  content  with  its  surroundings  it  signifies  connubial  bliss.  The 
carp  symbolizes  success  through  endeavor,  and  the  cock,  literary 
success . 

The  pine  being  evergreen  is  a symbol  of  longevity.  Bamboo  because  of 
its  durability  represents  old  age.  The  plum  tree  is  symbolic  of  win- 
ter. The  peony  represents  spring  and  is  the  symbol  for  riches  and 
nobility.  The  lotus  is  symbolic  of  summer  and  its  seed-pod,  blossom 
and  bud  represent  the  past,  present  and  future.  Its  leaves  and  roots 
signify  progeny  and  steadfastness  in  the  family.  The  chrysanthemum  is 
symbolic  of  autumn  and  endurance.  The  peach  represents  longevity  and 
the  fruit  of  the  citrus,  because  it  is  phonetically  similar,  is 
symbolic  of  happiness  and  longevity. 

Other  symbols  used  in  the  design  or  shape  of  Korean  coins  are  known  as 
the  Eight  Treasures: 

[1]  The  Pearl  or  Gem 

[2]  The  Lozenge,  symbol  of  victory 

[3]  The  Jade  Chime  Stone,  meaning  felicity 

[4]  Rhinoceros  Horns,  symbolizing  happiness 

[5]  The  Coin 

[6]  The  Mirror 

[7]  Books 

[8]  Artemesian  Leaf 


The  meaning  of  the  two  figures,  shown  on  many  of  the  charms  and  cha- 
telaines, is  controversial.  The  Japanese  believe  these  figures  to  be 
male  and  female  as  the  objects  carried  are  suggestive.  Both  Ramsden 
and  Starr  refer  to  Kainz  of  this  matter,  who  writes  that  these  figures 
represent  the  two  doorkeepers  YUEK  and  LIU  carrying  a cup  and  a gourd. 
An  examination  of  well  detailed  specimens  in  extremely  fine  condition 
confirms  that  these  are  the  objects  held.  To  quote  from  Starr,  these 
figures  represent  "the  heavenly  twins",  "the  boys,  messengers  from 
heaven"  whose  wooden  figures  form  a part  of  the  outfit  used  regularly 
in  the  wedding  ceremony. 

Numbers  play  an  important  part  in  the  life  of  the  Chinese  and  Koreans 
and  many  things  are  referred  to  in  groups.  To  name  a few:  the  Three 

Virtues,  the  Five  Blessings,  the  Seven  Precious  Things,  the  Eight 
Treasures,  the  Nine  Similitudes,  etc..  Odd  numbers  belong  to  the  Yang 
or  male  principle  and  are  luckier  than  even  numbers  which  belong  to  Yin 
or  female  category. 

The  Five  Elements,  Water,  Fire,  Wood,  Metal,  and  Earth,  are  not  iden- 
tical of  the  objects  named,  but  are  subtle  essences  whose  Character- 
istics are  similar.  These  elements  successively  produce  and  destroy 
each  other  and  in  marriage  contracts  the  elements  of  the  bride  and 
groom  harmonize. 
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1 su 

1 

Water  produces  Wood 

I MOK 

1 HWA 

1 

Fire  produces  Earth 

1 TO 

1 MOK 

1 

Wood  kindles  Fire 

1 HWA 

1 GUM 

1 

Metal  is  compatible  to  Water 

1 SU 

1 TO 

1 

Earth  generates  Metal 

1 GUM 

1 SU 

1 

Water  extinguishes  Fire 

1 HWA 

I HWA 

1 

Fire  destroys  Metal 

1 GUM 

1 MOK 

1 

Wood  destroys  Earth 

1 TO 

1 GUM 

1 

Metal  destroys  Wood 

1 MOK 

I TO 

1 

Earth  absorbs  Water 

1 SU 

The  Eight  Diagrams  or  Eight  Trigrams  are  said  to  have  been  derived  by 
the  legendary  Emperor  Fa  Hse  from  the  design  on  the  back  of  a tor- 
toise. The  center  circle  is  the  symbol  of  creation.  The  original 
purpose  of  the  diagrams  was  to  consult  destiny.  They  consist  of  com- 
binations of  a solid  line  Yang  Yih  (male)  and  a broken  line  Yin  Yih 
(female).  At  first  these  were  only  two  symbols,  the  solid  line  meaning 
"yes"  and  the  broken  line  "no".  When  the  need  for  a greater  variety 
was  felt,  the  single  lines  were  combined  in  pairs  and  then  later  a 
third  line  was  added  to  produce  the  Eight  Trigrams.  These  have  many 
attributes  and  meanings,  some  of  which  are  shown  in  the  tables  on  last 
page  of  this  article. 

King  Wern  (1231-1135  BC),  progenitor  of  the  Chou  Dynasty,  and  his  son, 
Duke  of  Chou,  expanded  the  diagrams  to  six  lines  each  and  developed  the 
interpretations  of  the  resulting  64  varieties  of  hexagrams  in  the  Book 
of  Changes. 

The  Inscription  Translations  further  relate  the  symbolic  meaning  of 
things  to  life.  Although  the  Koreans  have  a written  language  of  their 
own,  it  is  used  on  only  one  charm  and  one  chatelaine.  All  other 
charms  have  the  standard  characters  used  by  the  Chinese  and  Japanese. 

In  some  cases  the  literal  translation  of  the  characters  does  not  convey 
the  real  meaning  and  it  is  only  hoped  that  our  Oriental  friends  will 
let  me  know  of  any  that  have  been  missed. 

EDGAR  J.  MANDEL  — JUNE  1968 


THE  FIVE  ELEMENTS 


Compass  Body  Order  of 


Element 

Reading 

Planet 

Weather 

Color 

Part 

Taste 

Society 

Qualities 

WATER 

NORTH 

MERCURY 

COLD 

BLACK 

KIDNEY 

SALT 

THINGS 

KNOWLEDGE 

FIRE 

SOUTH 

MARS 

HEAT 

RED 

HEART 

BITTER 

AFFAIRS 

WORSHIP 

WOOD 

EAST 

JUPITER 

RAIN 

AZURE 

LIVER 

SOUR 

SUBJECTS 

LOVE 

METAL 

WEST 

VENUS 

FINE 

WHITE 

LUNGS 

PUNGENT  MINISTER  RIGHT- 

WEATHER 

EOUSNESS 

EARTH 

CENTER 

SATURN 

WIND 

YELLOW 

STOMACH  SWEET 

RULER 

LOYALTY 
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THE  EIGHT  TRIGRAMS 


YING 

YIH  - MALE  - 

YES  YIN 

YIH  - FEMALE  - NO 

Romanized 
Korean  Chinese 

Name 

Attribute 

Image  in 
Nature 

Season 

Compass 

Direction 

KUN 

CH'IEN 

CREATIVE 

STRONG 

HEAVEN 

SKY 

EARLY 

WINTER 

NORTHWEST 

TAE 

TUI 

JOYOUS 

JOYFUL 

LAKE 

AUTUMN 

WEST 

LI 

LI 

CLINGING 

GIVING 

FIRE 

SUMMER 

SOUTH 

SIN 

CHEN 

AROUSING 

MOVEMENT 

THUNDER 

SPRING 

EAST 

SON 

SUN 

GENTLE 

PENETRATING  WIND 
WOOD 

EARLY 

SUMMER 

SOUTHEAST 

GAM 

K ' AM 

ABYSMAL 

DANGEROUS 

WATER 

WINTER 

NORTH 

KAN 

KEN 

KEEPING 

STILL 

RESTING 

MOUNTAIN 

EARLY 

SPRING 

NORTHEAST 

KON 

K 'UN 

RECEPTIVE 

DEVOTED 

YIELDING 

EARTH 

EARLY 

FALL 

SOUTHWEST 

KOREAN 

ROMANIZED 

FAMILY 

MEMBERS 

BODY 

PARTS 

WEATHER 

ANIMAL 

MEANINGS 

COLOR 

TIME 

KUN 

FATHER 

HEAD 

HIGH  TEMP. 

HORSE 

DILIGENT 

WHITE  9 

-11PM 

TAE 

3RD  DAUGHTER 

MOUTH 

CLOUDY 

SHEEP 

PLEASURE 

GOLDEN 

9 PM 

LI 

2ND  DAUGHTER 

EYE 

FINE 

PHEASANT  LIGHT 

RED 

NOON 

SIN 

1ST  SON 

FOOT 

FINE 

DRAGON 

FLY 

MUSIC 

5 AM 

SON 

1ST  DAUGHTER 

THIGHS 

STRONG  WIND  FOWL 

LONG 

CALL 

7-9AM 

GAM 

2ND  SON 

EAR 

RAIN/SNOW 

PIG 

MOVE 

BLACK 

12  PM 

KAN 

3RD  SON 

HAND 

CLOUDY 

DOG 

STOP 

REJECT 

1-2AM 

KON 

MOTHER 

BELLY 

LIGHT  RAIN 

COW 

CALM 

YELLOW 

4 

1:30- 

:30PM 

************************************************************************ 


The  surname  "Aahenobarbus"  appears 
on  a denarius  of  the  Roman  Republic 
and  has  reference  to  one  of  the  most 
popular  legends  of  early  Rome.  The 
news  of  an  important  victory  near 
Lake  Regillus  in  B.C.  498  was  spread 
rapidly  by  Lucius  Domitius,  a dis- 
tinguished citizen  of  a nearby  town. 

As  the  story  goes,  two  young  soldiers 
met  Lucius,  who  was  returning  from  the  country,  and  gave  him  the  news 
of  the  victory  and  charged  him  to  make  it  known  to  his  fellow-citizens. 

In  order  to  win  his  confidence  they  touched  his  cheeks  and  his  black 
beard  instantly  became  red.  This  is  the  reason  that  from  then  on 
Lucius  Domitius  was  called  "AHENOBARBVS" , red  beard,  or  more  precisely, 
beard  of  the  color  of  brass.  The  name  remained  with  the  Domitii  family, 
one  of  the  most  illustrious  of  the  republic,  for  many  generations. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reasons, 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 
better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  - Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C_  = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless 
multiple  for  the  particular  year. 


NETHERLANDS  (Continued  from  last  month):  Y39  - 1910,  1914,  1918,  1921; 

Y40  - 1916,  1917,  1918,  1919;  Y43  - 1926,  1927,  1928,  1937,  1939,  1941, 

1944P,  1944S;  Y44  - CX  (1940,  1943P,  1945P);  Y45  - CX  (1928,  1929); 

Y46  - 1923,  1929,  1931,  1939,  1940,  1944P;  Y47  - CX  (1932  deep  hair, 
1933,  1938,  1938  deep  haTr,  1940);  Y48  - C;  Y49  - 1941;  Y50  - CX  (1943); 

Y51  - C;  Y52  - CX  (1943);  Y53  thru  Y56  - C;  Y57  - C to  1980;  Y58  - C to 

1980  X (1978);  Y59  - C to  1979;  Y60  - C to  1978;  Y61  - C;  Y61a  - C to 
1978;  Y62  - C;  Y62a  - C to  1972,  1979;  Y64  - C;  Y54  - C;  Y68  - 1980. 

NETHERLANDS  ANTILLES  - Curacao:  Y3  thru  Y10  - C;  Y34a  - C;  Y36b  - C; 

TOiT-'  C;'  T4"4a""-'"c" 

NETHERLANDS  ANTILLES:  Y1  - C to  1965  X (1954,  1957);  Y2  - 1956,  1959; 

Y3  - CX  (1962,  1967);  Y4  - C to  1963  X (1957,  1962);  Y5  - 1956,  13637 
1965;  Y6  - 1952;  Y8  - 1973,  1974,  1975,  1976;  Y9  - 1971;  Yll  - 1970, 
1974;  Y12  - 1970,  1971 . 


NEW  CALEDONIA:  Y1  thru  Y4  - C;  YA5  - C;  YA5a  - 1973;  YB5  - C;  Y5  - CX 

(1972);  Y5a  - 1972;  Y6  - C;  Y6a  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y7a  - C. 

NEW  HEBRIDES:  Y1  - C;  Yla  - 1973,  1975;  Y2  - 1970;  Y2a  - 1973;  Y4  - C; 

Y4a  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y5a  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C. 

NEW  ZEALAND:  Y1  - CX  (1935);  Y2  - 1933;  Y3  - 1934;  Y4  - 1935;  Y5  - 

1934;  Y7  - CX  (1942,  1944,  1945);  Y8  - C;  Y9  - 1941,  1943,  1945;  Y9a  - 

C;  Y 1 0 - CX  (1941,  1946);  YlOa  - C;  Yll  - 1943;  Ylla  - C;  Y12  - 1934; 

Y13  - 1943;  Y20  - C;  Y21  - CX  (1949);  Y22  - 1948;  Y24  - 1950;  Y25  - 

1950;  Y28  - 1953,  1957,  1959,  1961,  1962,  1963,  1964,  1965;  Y29  - CX  - 

1954,  1956  no  strap);  Y30  - 1953,  1957,  1962,  1963,  1965;  Y31  - 1957, 

1959,  1962,  1965;  Y32  - 1962,  1965;  Y33  'L~T964,  1965;  Y34  - 1962,  1965; 

Y35  - C;  Y36  - 1967,  1969,  1974,  1975;  Y37  - 1967,  1969,  1973,  1974; 

Y38  - 1967,  1969;  Y39~^T967;  Y39a  - 1971;  Y40  - 1967;  Y44  - C;  Y47  - C. 


NICARAGUA:  Y3  - C;  Y9  - C;  Yll  - 1938;  Y12  - 1920,  1938;  Y17  - 1946, 

1952;  Y17a  - 1964,  1965;  Y17c  - C;  Y18  - C;  Y18a  - 1965;  Y19  - 1939, 

1946,  1950;  Y19a  - 1965;  Y19b  - C;  Y20  - 1939,  1950,  1954,  1956;  Y20a  - 
C;  Y23  - C;  Y24  - C7T26  - C;  YA26  - C;  YA26a  - C;  Y27  - C;  Y28  - C. 

NIGERIA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y7  - 1973;  Y8  - 1973; 

Y9  - 1973;  Y10  - 1973. 

NORWAY:  C71  - 1841;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y19  - 1891;  Y20  - 1876  small, 

1877,  1889,  1891,  1902;  Y21  - 1876;  Y22  - 1888,  1894,  1898;  Y30  - 1906; 

Y31  - C;  Y32  - C;  Y35  - 1932,  1935,  1940,  1941,  1948,  1950,  1951;  Y36  - 

1921,  1931,  1934,  1935,  1936,  1937,  1938,  1946,  1947,  1950,  1951;  Y37  - 

1913,  1914,  1916,  1931,  1936,  1939;  Y38  - 1913,  1919;  Y39  - 1913;  Y46  - 

1923;  Y47  - 1921;  Y49  - 1926,  1937,  1939,  1941,  1945,  1946,  1947,  1949; 

Y50  - 1927,  1939;  Y51  - 1926,  1947;  Y52  - 1946,  1949;  Y54  - 1944;  Y55  - 

1941  , 1942;  Y56  - 1942;  Y57  - 1943;  Y59  - CX"Tl955).  (Cont'd  next  month). 
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BOOK  NEWS 


New  profusely  illustrated  ooiri  magazine 

A new,  profusely  illustrated,  quarterly  foreign  coin  magazine, 

COIN  DIGEST 3 is  highly  recommended  to  collectors  of  foreign  coins  and 
to  those  who  wish  to  keep  in  touch  with  what  is  new  in  numismatics 
around  the  world.  A few  articles  on  paper  money  are  also  included. 

The  64  page  magazine,  published  4 times  a year,  is  printed  on  7%" 
x 10V  pages  of  high  quality,  glossy  paper. 

The  second  issue  (Oct-Dec.  1987)  contains  articles  on  1988  South 
Korean  Olympic  coins,  1988  Canadian  Olympic  coins,  1988  Portuguese 
100  Escudo  coins,  1987  U.  S.  Constitution  Commemorative  coins,  count- 
erfeiting, Leningrad's  Hermitage  Museum,  early  Chinese  paper  money, 
the  origin  of  coins,  the  Indian  Research  Institute,  the  Singapore  Mint, 
gold  and  silver  prices  for  the  past  12  months,  and  new  issues  of  coins 
from  various  countries.  Fourteen  well  illustrated  pages  of  modern 
coins  for  sale  concludes  the  journal.  Articles  on  coin  auctions  and 
book  reviews  are  included. 

I have  not  yet  seen  a magazine  with  so  many  photos  per  page.  I highly 
recommend  this  informative  magazine,  which  is  a feast  for  the  eyes, 
to  coin  clubs  where  it  can  be  read  by  the  members. 

The  subscription  price  is  only  $8.00  U.S.  for  4 yearsly  issues  from 
the  publisher,  Taisei  Stamps  & Coins  (S)  Pte.Ltd.,  177  River  Valley 
Road,  #01-33  Liang  Court,  Singapore  0617,  Republic  of  Singapore. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 

*****★★*★★★******★★***★***★  *★★★★*★***★*★★★★**★*****★**********■*•***■*■*** 
THE  "NIMBUS" 


The  "Nimbus",  a circlet  or  disc  which  Christian  artists  adorned  the 
Saviour,  the  Virgin  Mary,  the  Angels,  the  Apolstles  and,  at  length, 
all  the  Saints,  was  used  on  earlier  Roman  coins.  The  word  "Nimbus" 
was  formerly  used  in  a varied  sense,  as  it  was  originally  used  to 
signify  the  veil  or  band  which  Roman  women  of  style  wore  around  their 
foreheads.  A small  forehead  was  a mark  of  beauty  at  that  time  and 
women  who  had  that  feature  on  too  large  of  a scale  diminished  it  by 
means  of  this  bandeau. 


The  most  ancient  Roman  coin  exhibit- 
ing the  nimbus  is  a sestertius  of 
the  Emperor  Antoninus  Pius  (A.D. 
138-161).  The  reverse  of  this  coin 
has  the  figure  of  the  emperor  with 
the  radiated  circlet  surrounding 
his  head.  In  his  right  hand  is  a 
branch  and  in  his  left,  a spear. 

The  emperor  is  thus  represented  as 
Apollo.  The  coin  struck  in  his 
fourth  Consulship  would  be  from 
the  year  145  A.D. 


(Submitted  by  R,  R.  Kutcher) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

B.  F.  Brekke.  THE  COPPER  COINAGE  OF  IMPERIAL  RUSSIA  1700-1917 
SUPPLEMENT.  28pp , lh"  x 11",  card  covers,  published  by  and  avail- 
able from  Russian  Numismatic  Society,  P.  0.  Box  3013,  Alexandria, 

VA  22302,  $6.75. 

B.  F.  Brekke's  richly  illustrated  and  exhaustive  300-page  catalogue 
of  Russian  copper  coins  from  1700  to  1917  serves  as  the  standard 
work  for  the  series. 

Now,  ten  years  after  its  publication,  the  author  has  produced  a 28- 
page  SUPPLEMENT.  It  tallies  all  confirmed  new  discoveries,  shows 
overdates  not  previously  listed,  adjusts  some  rarity  estimates,  and 
corrects  the  occasional  error.  There  are  over  175  entries  as  well 
as  several  pages  of  discussion. 

With  the  SUPPLEMENT  comes  a completely  new  pricing  guide,  covering 
over  2750  items.  It  results  from  a painstaking  study  and  weighing 
of  auction  and  other  market  data  and  reflects  the  critical  judgment 
of  several  prominent  specialists. 

Nearly  1500  copies  of  the  Brekke  catalogue  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
collecting  public;  and  citation  of  the  Brekke  reference  number  is  de 
riguev  for  serious  catalogues.  The  new  SUPPLEMENT  brings  the  work 
fully  up  to  date  and  much  enhances  its  value.  Its  lh"  x 11"  dimen- 
sions, with  card  cover,  enable  the  user  to  tuck  it  into  the  pocket 
provided  at  the  back  of  the  original  catalogue. 

The  retail  price  in  the  United  States  if  $6.75.  The  booklet  is  avail- 
able from  dealers  interested  in  the  series  and  from  the  publisher. 

Reviewed  by  Ran  Zander 


Griffin,  R.  H.  BANK  OF  NEW  ZEALAND  BANKNOTES  1861-1934.  Wellington, 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  1987.  ix+74pp.,  illus.  in  color.  Available 

at  $16.00  U.S.  postpaid  from  GoldCorp  Exchange,  Private  Bag,  Auckland, 
New  Zealand  (formerly  Auckland  Coin  and  Bullion  Exchange). 

This  book,  "Produced  to  celebrate  the  125th  year  of  the  bank",  is  a 
history  of  the  bank's  several  notes  issues,  from  its  foundation  until 
the  Reserve  Bank  of  New  Zealand  assumed  note-issuing  responsibility 
for  the  country. 

The  bank's  own  history  is  given  only  cursory  attention,  but  the  in- 
formation on  the  notes  is  the  most  comprehensive  available  anywhere. 
Almost  all  illustrations  are  of  specimen  or  cancelled  notes  from  the 
bank's  archives.  Not  all  notes  of  every  series  are  shown,  though  all 
series  are  represented.  The  notes  which  do  appear  are  in  magnificent 
larger-than-life  color  (one  note  per  page).  Included  in  the  descrip- 
tions and  photographs  are  previously  unlisted  issues  for  Fiji  (a  1909 
note  shown)  and  the  rare  issues  for  Western  Samoa  and  New  South  Wales. 
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Also  included  are  several  pages  of  "miscellaneous  information"  dealing 
with  bankers'  concerns  such  as  forgeries,  note  redemption,  losses  of 
shipments,  taxes  on  notes,  and  "settlement"  notes  (used  for  interbranch 
transactions,  one  of  which  is  illustrated). 

Although  a specialized  book,  i t' s a handsome  addition  to  any  library. 

I recommend  it. 


Reviewed  by  Joseph  L.  Boling,  N.L.G. 


Uemura,  Takashi  . Sekai  no  Ginko-ken  (Banknotes  of  the  World).  Tokyo, 
Insatsu-kyoku  Choyo-kai  (Friends  of  the  Printing  Bureau)  1987.  ¥8500. 

380pp,  i 1 1 us  in  color.  In  Japanese. 

This  magnificent  book  is  a survey  of  security  printing  technology 
around  the  world.  It  opens  with  essays  on  the  most  advanced  security 
techniques  in  use,  and  includes  a glossary  which  further  describes 
these  topics.  It  also  gives  much  attention  to  machine-readable  marks 
and  special  marks  for  the  blind  which  are  included  in  note  designs. 

The  heart  of  the  book  is  a country-by-country  survey  of  69  nations' 
notes.  Each  entry  consists  of  one-half  to  several  pages  of  text,  and 
53  countries'  notes  are  also  illustrated  on  one  to  three  pages  of  full 
color  macrophotographs  showing  the  details  of  the  security  features 
which  they  use  (there  are  a total  of  88  color  pages).  Included  are 
the  notes  of  many  Communist  states. 

It  is  illuminating  to  see  the  wide  variety  of  security  features  in 
use  today,  and  particularly  to  see  that  the  notes  of  some  countries 
you  would  least  expect  seem  to  be  the  most  advanced  in  this  tech- 
nology. Many  notes  use  a great  variety  of  different  techniques. 

The  single  disappointment  is  that  the  spectacular  new  series  of  Dutch 
notes  is  illustrated  in  black  and  white,  not  color.  Although  I could 
find  no  reason  given,  I suspect  it  has  something  to  do  with  the  ex- 
ceptional fine-line  rainbow  detail  of  the  notes,  which  may  be  (inten- 
tionally) unsuitable  for  creating  usable  color  separations  for  printing. 

Unfortunately , the  entire  book  is  in  Japanese.  While  there  are  a 
great  many  "borrowed"  words  rendered  in  katakana,  which  makes  it  easier 
for  kana  readers  to  plow  through,  if  you  don't  know  even  that  level 
of  Japanese  characters  you  will  find  the  book  of  limited  usefulness. 

Some  of  the  photos  are  self-explanatory,  but  many  more  are  not,  and 
the  text  and  tables  will  be  completely  opaque.  Our  best  hope  is  that 
someone  with  the  language  capability  and  the  time  will  write  a series 
of  short  articles  about  the  individual  countries  which  are  treated, 
giving  the  details  about  that  nation's  notes  which  are  presented  in 
the  book. 

Because  of  its  high  price  (almost  $70  including  postage)  and  limited 
usefulness  to  most  readers,  I can  give  the  book  only  a qualified 
recommendati on . 


Reviewed  by  Joseph  E.  Boling,  N.L.G. 
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Geoffrey  L.  Coffing.  A GUIDE  AND  CHECKLIST  OF  WORLD  NOTGELD  1914-1947 
AND  OTHER  LOCAL  ISSUE  EMERGENCY  MONIES.  185pp,  ill  US.,  8V  xl 1" . 

$14.95  +$4.50  postage  to  Canada  and  $2.50  postage  in  USA,  Available 
from  the  publisher:  Krause  Publications,  Book  Dept.  IRA,  700  East 

State  St.,  Iola,  WI  54990. 

This  first  ever  single  source  listing  of  all  known  cities  which  issued 
notgeld  was  released  early  in  February,  1988.  More  than  70  countries, 
represented  by  11,865  cities  are  listed.  Cities  are  listed  by  country, 
then  cross-indexed  alphabetically,  enabling  collectors  to  attribute 
issues  to  city  and  country  of  issue.  Valuations  are  not  given. 

The  listings  are  grouped  under  the  following  15  emergency  money  types: 
municipal  paper;  private  paper;  P0W  paper;  P0W  metal;  P0W  private 
metal;  municipal  metal;  private  metal;  gas  tokens;  food,  beer  and  kon- 
sumerverein;  naval,  military  and  Kantine;  encased  and  unencased  post- 
age stamps;  street  car  tokens;  procelain;  World  War  II  issues;  and 
concentration  and  civilian  internment  camp  issues. 

Illustrations  are  scattered  throughout  the  volume  to  provide  the  read- 
er with  a reprenentative  overview  of  notgled  pieces.  A square  at  each 
entry  provides  space  for  the  collector  to  check  off  notes  in  his/her 
collection. 

A 24  page  bibliography  of  all  notgeld  references  known  to  the  author 
is  included. 

Notgeld  stems  from  NOT  meaning  "necessary"  and  GELD  meaning  "money", 
and  so  the  translation  of  money  of  necessity  or  hard  times  money. 

The  first  emergency  money  emerged  in  large  quantites  during  World  War 
I and  following  it  through  the  1920's. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 

********************************************************************** 

D0MITIA  & DOMITIAN 'S  CHILD  CONSECRATED  ON  A COIN 

There  is  an  ancient  Roman  coin  on 
which  a child  is  shown  consecrated. 
The  coin  was  issued  by  the  Empress 
Domitia,  wife  of  the  Emperor  Domit- 
ian.  Domitia  Longina  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Domitius  Corbulo  and  was 
first  the  wife  of  L.  Lamia  Aemilianus 
from  whom  whe  was  taken  by  force  by 
the  Emperor  Domitian  in  A,D.  70.  She  bore  Domitian  one  son  in  A.D.  82, 
who  died  in  infancy  and  was  consecrated  on  this  one  coin  of  Domitia. 

In  A.D.  83,  because  of  her  adultery  with  Paris,  an  actor,  Domitian  di- 
vorced her  and  put  Paris  to  death.  The  Emperor  then  lived  with  his 
brother's  daughter,  Julia.  Shortly  the  Emperor  restored  Domitia  back 
to  his  favor  and  bed,  but  he  continued  his  incestuous  affair  with 
Julia.  At  length,  Domitia  was  told  by  friends  that  her  life  was  in 
danger  from  her  husband,  so  she  encouraged  the  conspiracy  against  the 
Emperor,  to  which  he  fill  victim  in  A.D,  96. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Hans  and  Carlos  Guillermo  Niederstrasser,  11  Carriage  Lane,  W.  Milford, 
N.J.  07480,  USA:  In  addi  ti on  to  our  coin  collection  we  would  like  to 

interchange  tapes,  words  and  printed  music  of  National  Anthems  around 
the  world.  We  are  beginners. 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  WANTED  - 

Indo  China  Masonic  Tokens  and  Medals,  Ho  Chi  Minh  Rice  beard  medal, 
errors,  1946  Dong.  Blems  Uncle  Ho's  beard  looks  like  flys  of  rice. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXIMUM. 
The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including  sufficient 
for  insurance  or  registration , if  desired.  Send  to:  NI  Attribution 

Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn.  06880,  USA. 

*********************************************************************** 
FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Member  takes  David  Coia  to  task  on  subject  matter  in  NI  BULLETIN 


If  Mr.  Coia  had  taken  the  trouble  to  look  at  more  than  a "handful"  of 
K ii  BULLETIN'S , he  might  not  have  voiced  his  complaint  about  the  subject 
matter  complaints.  A survey  of  the  BULLETIN  years  1981-1985  concern- 
ing the  preference  of  joining  members  reveals  the  following  statistics, 
for  anyone  who  might  be  interested. 


1981  1982  1983  1984  1985 

Asia,  Oriental,  Ancient,  Africa  19  17  15  16  20 

Western  World,  Europe  48  61  43  53  36 

This  included  members  #1652-2143.  (The  discrepancy  in  total  figures 
results  from  the  inclusion  of  former  0IN  members  into  the  roles  during 
thi s period. ) 

The  numbers  are  weighted  somewhat.  If  a member  indicated  no  preference 
he  went  into  the  second  category.  On  the  other  hand  if  Japan  and  Ger- 
many were  indicated,  the  first  category  scored.  The  figures  would  sug- 
gest that  Mr.  Coia's  "majority",  at  least  in  this  period,  were  in  an 
almost  3 to  1 minority.  It  appears  that  what  has  happened  and  is  hap- 
pening is  that  as  the  BULLETIN  publishes  more  and  more  articles  in 
the  first  category,  collectors  of  coins  in  those  fields  have  joined  NI. 

John  S.  Davenport, 

Coral  Gables,  Florida 

*********************************************************************** 


CANADA  OLYMPICS  1988:  Its  latest  $100  gold  commemorative  coin,  dated 

1987,  was  designed"  by  Friedrich  Peter,  who  also  created  the  design  for 
the  Olympic  speed-skater  silver  coin. 
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